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This Management Bulletin transmits information from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
regarding the participation of emergency shelters serving homeless children in the Child Care Food 
Program (CCFP).  Public Law 105-336, as amended, targets emergency shelters that provide homeless 
assistance programs for families in nonresidential settings.  The shelter may be a public or private 
nonprofit institution that provides support to at-risk children and their families, such as shelters for 
families, battered women, and other facilities providing temporary shelter to homeless families with 
children.   
 
Under the CCFP, emergency shelters may provide nutritious meals and snacks year-round to homeless 
children residing in these shelters.  The emergency shelter must provide temporary residence to children 
and their parents or guardians.  An emergency shelter is not required to offer formal child care as 
recognized by a licensing authority.  However, they must have the appropriate inspections or permits to 
certify that all applicable state and local standards and requirements are met at all times.   
 
Attached is a copy of the USDA Bulletin, APB: HCNP-99-03, “Participation of Emergency Shelters 
Serving Homeless Children.”   Emergency shelters are encouraged to apply to the CCFP as soon as 
possible.  The CCFP requires receipt of an application at least 30 days prior to the proposed start date.  
Please contact Carol Wheeler, Child Care Food Program Analyst, at (916) 322-8320, (800) 952-5609, or 
cwheeler@cde.ca.gov if you are interested in participating in the CCFP or have any questions.     
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, or political beliefs.  
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (Voice and TDD). 
  
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten 
Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 29250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 
(Voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.   
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